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His body reached to the sky ; [he] made [his] back as hard

as a stone ;
Two great horns, sharp  [and] erect, [were his] ; [his] red

eyes were filled with excessive rage ;
With tail up-lifted, he careers about roaring ; stopping [and]

stopping, wandering about, [he] drops dung ;
[His] shoulder writhes, [he] moves [his] ears ; all the gods,

abandoning [their] cars, took flight;
With [his] hoof [he] digs up the river-banks ; and upsets a

mountain with [his] back ;
Then  everyone  became affrighted;  the  guardians of the

world   [and]   those   of  the [ten] quarters  [of space]

trembled ;

The earth shook ;   S'esha quivered; woman and cow mis-
carry.

On seeing this all the cows scattered to the right and left, and
the Braj-dwellers running came where, behind all, Krishna [and]
Balarim were coming along. Making obeisance [they] said,
" MaharaJ ! in front an exceedingly great bull is standing ; save
us from him." Upon hearing this statement, the Searcher of
Hearts, S'ri Krishna Chand, said, " Do not fear him at all ; that low
creature, assuming the form of a bull, has come ; he wishes his
death from us.J? Having said this much, [he] went forward, [and]
looking at him the Forester said, u Come to us, thou who hast
assumed a deceitful body, why art thou terrifying others ? why art
thou not coming near me ? That which is called the enemy of
the lion does not rush upon the deer. See ! I myself am Gobind
in the form of Death. I have slain [and] extirpated many such
as you."

Having spoken thus, then, striking his arms [defiantly], he
challenged [thus], " Come : fight with me." On hearing this
speech, the Asura rushed on as angrily as though the thunder-
bolt of Indra were come. As often as Hari forced him back, so
often he, regaining strength, was coming on. Once as he (Hari)
dashed him down, he irritatedly arose and squeezed Hari between
both [his] horns. Then S'ri Krishna Ji, also, dexterously slipping
out, quickly put [his] foot on [the Asura's] foot, and, seizing his
horns, wrung [them] round as anyone wrings round a wet cloth. At
length he sank [and] fell, and his life departed [from him]. Then
all the gods, seated each in his car, joyfully began to rain down
flowers, and the cowherdesses and cowherds began to celebrate the
glory of Krishna. Hereupon S'ri Radhiki Ji came and said to
Hari, " Maharaj ! in that you have killed a bull-formed [object],
sin has resulted, therefore do you now come [and] bathe at a place
of pilgrimage, then touch anyone."l On hearing this expression,

1 The sense is, as sin has been incurred by slaying an object which was merely
in the form of a cow, therefore purification should be performed before touching
anyone. Notice is kd, meaning " from this."